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WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to Term 4!
The planned return to onsite learning for all students began this week. We welcomed
our Foundation students on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Our teachers are ready and really excited to see all of their children and engage in their
learning activities at school with their friends.
Grade 1 and 2 return Thursday and Friday
Grade 5 and 6 return Friday
As we have been in remote learning for an extended amount of time, it is a good idea to
continue preparing children for the return to school by encouraging lots of positive talk
at home about school, having regular bedtimes and the reintroduction of routines similar
to the ‘normal’ school day.
As a school, we are very aware of how long students have been away from school, from
face-face learning and from seeing their friends. We also know that children are resilient
and will, in time, bounce back from this disruption to daily life.

Whilst the return to school will be a joyful moment for most and highly anticipated, the
reality is that some children may feel anxious about being around others, especially as
we continue to see high case numbers in the community at present.
Rather than assuming your child will cope ok, we encourage discussion at home about
how they are feeling and prepare to adjust to the return to school plan. We think the
staggered return between October 18th -November 5th will work for most students, but
some may need a slightly different plan. If you're unsure, we encourage you to contact
your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible.

Staffing Update
This week we say a farewell to Felix, our Social Worker who has been a part of our
Bethal Primary School Community this year. Felix has worked closely with many of our
students to support them throughout the year. We would all like to wish Felix well in the
future and thank him for all of his contributions to our school community.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
There are currently many Tier 1 COVID sites where our Bethal families live and work.
As a result of this, we need to follow the rules in place for reporting and monitoring
these occurrences. It is a timely reminder for everyone to follow the guidelines listed
below to help keep us all safe;
¨

Minimise non-essential trips to ‘hot spot’ locations

¨

Use QR check-ins

¨

Get tested if you are experiencing any symptoms and stay home

¨

Follow close contact procedures / DHHS advice and contact the school office

¨

Practice good hygiene and maintain physical distancing

¨

Get vaccinated as soon as possible

¨

Wear a mask whenever you leave your home

Entry and Exit Gates
To support our wellbeing and limit mixing of students we have gates
designated to year levels when students arrive and depart from
school.

❖
❖
❖
❖

Foundation Children – enter and leave via the front Gate
Grade 1 & 2 children – enter and leave via the front pedestrian gate
Grade 3 & 4 children – enter and leave via the basketball gate
Grade 5 & 6 children – enter and leave via the parklands gate near basketball
gate
No parents are permitted on the school grounds
All parents are required to wear masks and not gather at gates

Children Returning after Isolating
To keep our school community safe, we need to make sure that we are following the
health advice from the Department of Health and Department of Education.
Students who tested positive need a DHS clearance text.
Students isolating need a Day 13 negative result before returning.
PLEASE SEND THESE TO THE SCHOOL BY EMAIL OR CONTACT THE OFFICE
BEFORE YOUR CHILD May RETURN TO SCHOOL.

Face Masks for Students
Chief Health Officer Brett Sutton said while masks will be required when onsite for
students in Grades 3-6, mask-wearing will be "strongly recommended", but not
mandated, for younger children from Prep to Grade 2. "We really want to have these
measures in place early on to keep kids in school and to make sure that they are as
safe as possible in the school environment."
We will provide the children in grades 3-6 with face masks to wear at school when they
are in the classrooms. Children may also bring their own mask if they wish.

The Classroom Bubble
One of the key practices to stay safe at school will be to limit mixing between groups of
children and groups of staff.
We have organised our school so that we have ‘classroom bubbles’ for staff and
students over the coming week. We are hoping to have minimal interaction between
units as well.

SUPPORT FOR SCHOOLS
You may have heard through the media that the State Government and Department of
Education and Training are putting several initiatives in place to support schools with
measures to maintain the health and wellbeing of students and staff in the transition
back to face-to face learning.

Air Purifiers
The Department will be delivering air purifiers to schools at some stage this year. It is
not known how many air purifiers we will receive; however, they are to be prioritised for
high-risk areas with poor ventilation and areas where high levels of mixing of staff and
students.

Shade Sail Grant
As part of the return to school transition, we have been encouraged by the Department
to maximise outdoor learning areas where possible. To support this, there are grants
available for schools to apply for to fund the installation of shade sails for outdoor
learning spaces. We are currently working on our school’s submission for this grant and
we shall keep you posted on this.

PLANNING FOR

2022

Despite the transition to remote learning, planning for 2022 is already well underway. To
be able to accurately and effectively plan, we need to have a fairly good idea of the
number of students we will have at the school next year. If you are aware of anyone
who is considering sending their child to Bethal PS next year, please encourage them to
contact the school and get their enrolment forms in soon. This includes new Prep
enrolments and enrolments in other year levels. If your child will be leaving us at the
end of the year, could you please let us know as soon as possible because this also
impacts on planning for 2022.

School Enrolment

Kinder Enrolment

Return to School timetable
Please note - Melbourne Cup Day Public holiday is November 2nd

Canteen is back, opening Monday October 25th.
Canteen days are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Cash only, no Eftpos available.
Please remember to put your name, grade and lunch order on a paper bag.

Community Hub

