Bethal Primary School

Newsletter

Month: June Issue: #6

Ph: 03 9309 7626
bethal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

21st June School Council Meeting - 5.30pm
23rd June Pyjama Day

25th June Fish and Chip Lunch Order

25th June End of Term 2 - Finishing time 2.30pm
12th July Start of Term 3

-y

Dear Parents and Friends,

This will be the last newsletter for Term 2. Thank you to all the parents for supporting
their children with their schooling and the students for their hard work. | wish you all a
very relaxing holiday together with your children and hope that the students return to
school on Monday 12* July being well organized and prepared for another term of
learning.

STUDENTS WILL BE DISMISSED AT 2.30 on FRIDAY 25™ JUNE. Please ensure that all students
are picked up at 2.30.

Semester 1 Reports

As we approach the middle of the year it is a good time to reflect on what students have achieved and set
new goals for the remainder of the year. Reports will be sent home on Friday 25" June.




Parent/ Teacher meetings

Parent/ Teacher meetings will be held within the first few weeks of term 3. Details will be sent out at the
beginning of next term.

Foundation /Prep Enrolments for 2022

Enrolments are now being accepted for 2022. Families, who have a child starting school next year and
have not yet enrolled them at Bethal, should contact the school office to arrange the enroliment as soon
as possible as we are starting to plan our prep grades. Children who turn five before the 30" April, 2022
will be eligible to start primary school.

Kindergarten Enrolments

Enrolments are also being taken for our kindergarten. Please secure a kindergarten place by enrolling at
the Hume Council Offices. You will need the child’s birth certificate and immunisation record if they are
turning four before the 30™ April 2022.

School Review

We have completed our pre-review self-evaluation, where we are evaluated on the achievements over the
last four years. This will then form the basis of discussions during our review meetings. Wednesday 14"
July is our validation day and the fieldwork days are Tuesday 20" July and Wednesday 21%t July. The final
review day will be held on Tuesday 27" July. The reviewer is Robert Miller. Our challenge partners are
Karen Nicholls from Coolaroo South and Anita Calore from NWMR. The core review panel will consist of
Peta Asaad, the reviewer, the SEIL, the challenge partners, Stuart, Elisha, Jacqui and |. There will be
parent, student and staff focus groups at some stage during these days. The discussions will be about our
achievements over the last four years and other opportunities for school improvement. This will lead to
the development of the next school strategic plan.

School Hours

A reminder that school starts at 9.00am. All students should be at school by 8.55am. There are a large
number of students arriving at school late. Some students aren’t coming into the front office until after
9.30. This may result in parents receiving a Compass notification that their child is absent if attendance is
marked at 9.10. Students are missing out on valuable learning and this is sometimes causing parents to
panic.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL STUDENTS ARE AT SCHOOL BY 8.55AM.

Staff Update

Antonella Augello will also be taking long service leave at the beginning of next term and will then retire.
We wish Antonella well in her future endeavours and a well-deserved retirement. We would like to thank
her for the many years of service to the school. She will be missed by the whole school community.

Mrs. T. DeMercurio

Principal
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Attendance winners

Congratulations to the following grades for having the highest attendance this term:
Foundation W, 2MC, 34V & 5/6T.

These classes will receive a special reward in the last week of term.

Well done to all classes and keep coming to school every day!

Fish and Chips Friday 25th June

We will be having another lunch order for Fish and Chips on Friday the 25th
of June. You can order at the canteen each morning from Monday-Thursday.
No late orders will be accepted.

COVID 19 Update
Birthday Celebrations

Due to Covid19 we are asking all parents and guardians to please not bring any cakes or lollies to

school for class birthday celebrations. We thank you for your understanding, and hope we can have an
update for you soon.

QR Check-In Codes

There are QR codes located around the school. If you enter the school building or canteen can you
please sign in using the QR codes provided.

School Photos

School photos will be handed out to the students on Monday 21st June. If you
have selected to pick up the photos from the office, they will also be available to
pick up from Monday.

Winter Cloth

Can parents and guardians please consider packing spare clothes in their childrens
bags. During the winter months we are having more children come inside from recess
and lunchtime in muddy and wet clothes due to kids playing in puddles and sliding
down wet slides.



https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/foundation/attendace-winners/

We are happy to be back at school!

After two weeks of remote learning, students are very happy to be back at school!

——am EE

Enjoying Wet Day Recess

Grade 5/6s making the most off the wet day timetable.



https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/general-news/we-are-happy-to-be-back-at-school/
https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/?p=225802&preview=true

Homeworl support

Arts and craft
workshop

Sport
Cultural activities

¢

Kenley Court Meighbourhood

House: 18 Kenley Ct, Meadow ; R ,
Heights VIC 3048 Have you been in Australia for less than five years?

Do you have a<child or children aged between & and 137
Do you want your child to participate in interactive educational
activities with other children in Hume?
Live and Learn is an afterschool program for refuges and migrant children in the City of
Wednasday afternoons Hume who hawve been in Austrela for bess than five years. Located et Kenley Cowrt
.':|:.'5ﬂp|'|1—.5.-l}l}|:|n'| Meighborhood house, Live end Learn provides a safe space for children to access homework

hedp, participate in life skills activities {such as cookang, crafts, or sports) and make friends
with other children in the arca.

>4

Famiily support can be provided oo ensure that each child and family can be supported
holistically throughowt their settlement and childhood jowrney.
Mariam Tabeb

Program Facittator THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES: TOGETHER WE WILL:
DGGT 283 473 = [Family-centred stravegies for helping + [Make friends in the lecal
miriorm tolehETsavethechildren.org.au children with their education area

+ [Learning with a handson approach * [Learn avariety of skills

T ———
+ A safe ploce for children to maoke friends  through handson activities
and engage with the community * Access sUpport services in

Interpreters and biculturalworkers * A welcoming community for families your local area
available + lnformation and referrals to other + [Participate in excursions

services
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Importance of Play and how to facilitate play at home

Playing with children is essential to support development as it ‘contributes to the cognitive, physical, social and emctional
well-being of children’ (Ginsburg, 2007).

Engaging in play at home with your child will help to build their speech, oral language, fine & gross motor skills, and social
skills. Play helps to build vocabulary, follow instructions, communicate in sentences, encourage creativity, build
relaticnships and work together as a team.

How can | facilitate play at home?
As parents you play an important role in supporting with play at home. It is important to;

o Create an environment that supports play
= Play inside or outside
= Limit distractors such as a TV or iPad
= Set up a variety of different activities — Lego station, colouring in station, dress ups, Minecraft drawing
competition — whatever interests your children!

o Allow enough time for play
= Busy schedules can be tricky, but allowing enough time to engage in play is important - try to allow
anywhere from 30-60 minutes.

o  Encourage different types of play
= Physical play — running, jumping, skipping, dancing, cutting, colouring.
= Play with objects — building blocks, Lego, doctors kits, playing with dinosaurs, playing with dolls.
= Pretend (Symbolic) play — having a tea party, playing school, playing doctor.
= Games with rules — board games, card games, family group games (hide and seek, celebrity heads, etc)

Examples of how goals can be targeted during play:

Speech — if your child has a speech error use play to encourage lots of repetition of the sound. For example, for a child
that struggles with the ‘L’ sound use Lego for lots of opportunity to practice. “Here is the Lego man®, “Can you find the
Lego block™?” or “Let’s build a Lego tower” as whether you're saying it or they are, it's great practice!

Vocabulary — choose 1-2 new words and talk about what they mean while playing a game. For example, introduce the
names of new shapes while colouring them in together — e.g. hexagon and rhombus. Afterwards you might play a game to
see who can find things in your house that are also shaped like a rhombus or a hexagon!

Following instructions — focus on how many instructions you would like to work (1, 2 or 3 instructions) on and try to
introduce new concepts words (next to, under, in front, before, after, first/next/last). For example, if you're playing Simon
Says - “Simon says touch your head, then touch your toes”, “Simon says put the pencil next to the fridge” or “Simon says
first touch your nose, next spin around’

Social skills— if your child struggles to take turns at conversation, this can be targeted during play. For example, while
‘playing school’ you are able to recreate conversations your child might be having in the playground - encourage them to
say hello, ask questions, or ask you or their siblings to play.

The opportunities are endless when it comes to targeting goals in play — be creativel

Most importantly — get involved! Play is a fun way to engage with your child. Follow their lead, be silly and work things out
together.

Here are some links of ideas to play at home:
- https /parentingiromtheheartblog. com/facilitate-play-based-learning-at-home/
- https Awww. todaysparent comfamily/activities/fun-things-to-do-at-home/

Reference:
Ginsburg, K. (2007) The importance of play in promoting a health child development and maintaining strong parent-child bonds. Pediartics, 119(1), 182-
191. Doi: 10.1542/ped.2006-2697
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Importance of Play and how to facilitate play at home

Playing with children is essential to support development as it ‘contributes to the cognitive, physical, social and emotional
well-being of children’ (Ginsburg, 2007).

Engaging in play at home with your child will help to build their speech, oral language, fine & gross motor skills, and social
skills. Play helps to build vocabulary, follow instructions, communicate in sentences, encourage creativity, build
relationships and work together as a team.

How can | facilitate play at home?
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o Create an environment that supports play
= Play inside or outside
= Limit distractors such as a TV or iPad
= Set up a variety of different activities — Lego station, colouring in station, dress ups, Minecraft drawing
competition — whatever interests your children!

o Allow enough time for play
= Busy schedules can be tricky, but allowing enough time to engage in play is important - try to allow
anywhere from 30-60 minutes.

o Encourage different types of play
= Physical play — running, jumping, skipping, dancing, cutting, colouring.
= Play with objects — building blocks, Lego, doctors kits, playing with dinosaurs, playing with dolls.
= Pretend (Symbolic) play — having a tea party, playing school, playing doctor.
= Games with rules — board games, card games, family group games (hide and seek, celebrity heads, etc)
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that struggles with the ‘L’ sound use Lego for lots of opportunity to practice. “Here is the Lego man”, “Can you find the
Lego block?” or “Let’s build a Lego tower” as whether you're saying it or they are, it's great practice!

Vocabulary — choose 1-2 new words and talk about what they mean while playing a game. For example, introduce the
names of new shapes while colouring them in together — e.g. hexagon and rhombus. Afterwards you might play a game to
see who can find things in your house that are also shaped like a rhombus or a hexagon!

Following instructions — focus on how many instructions you would like to work (1, 2 or 3 instructions) on and try to
introduce new concepts words (next to, under, in front, before, after, first/next/last). For example, if you're playing Simon
Says - “Simon says touch your head, then touch your toes”, “Simon says put the pencil next to the fridge” or “Simon says
first touch your nose, next spin around

Social skills— if your child struggles to take turns at conversation, this can be targeted during play. For example, while
‘playing school’ you are able to recreate conversations your child might be having in the playground - encourage them to
say hello, ask questions, or ask you or their siblings to play.

The opportunities are endless when it comes to targeting goals in play — be creative!

Most importantly — get involved! Play is a fun way to engage with your child. Follow their lead, be silly and work things out
together.

Here are some links of ideas to play at home:
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https://parentingfromtheheartblog.com/facilitate-play-based-learning-at-home/
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/fun-things-to-do-at-home/

The Compass School Manager App

You can use the Compass app to action tasks. The app is available to download for free from the Apple
App Store or the Google Play store.

Once installed and opened for the first time, you will be prompted to choose which school your child
attends.

After selecting the school, you will be required to enter your login details which are the same details you
use to login to your Compass parent portal.

e Each of your children who attend the school.
You can click their image to go to their profiles. : ‘

e The option to add an attendance note <y LA A
Stephen Euan

e Any items requiring your action (alerts) at the top
of the screen.

&
e The newsfeed which you can scroll down
through to read.

e A link to the main menu (three little stripes in top
left corner

. Parent Teacher Interviews
-r
Dear Parents and Carers,

Just a reminder that appointment bookings are
currently open for Parent Teacher/Student intery..

{1\, Grade 5 Ned Kelly School Camp!

37



The Home Page

When logged in, you will be on the Home page. Here you will see different sections of key information.

3 MrsSable BROOKS {3F

Welcome to the Magic P-12 College
Portal

Use the links listed for each of your children to explore the portal.
Please keep your mobile phone number and email address up to date
(Tools > Update My Details). The school will use this to contact you
regarding attendance, events, news and more.

0] Compass

My News

Humsrieamn)

Child Information
Stephen CORNFOOT

g Prafile {Attendance, Schedule, Reports)
] Send email to Stephen's teachers

+ Add Attendance Mote (Approved Absence/Late)

Order your MSP school photos Alerts for Action

Click here to place your order today!
photography

Course Confirmation/School Payments
Course confirmation and/or school payments available for completion.
Click here to proceed

Payments
There may be payments awaiting your action.

i ' You can now order your MSP school photo packs through your Compass portal.

Click here for more information
]"‘ View Academic Reports
Event Consent/Payment Reguired

There is 1 event awaiting your consent and/or payment.
Click here for more information

Newsletter
Please find attached our March Newsletter
Mar 2nd by Liz Larson

Euan ABERCROMBIE
g Profile {Attendance, Schedule) Nesiarimc Posts
4 Send email to Euan's teachers
School Jumper Orders

This year, we are taking uniform orders through CompassTix.
Click here to order your school jumpers!

Feb 3rd by Eliza Elderflower

+ Add Attendance Note (Approved Absence/Late)

a'.’- Book Parent Student Teacher Conference

Alerts - These are clickable notifications of items that require your action.

Newsfeed - These are posts made by the school to communicate school information to you. You can
scroll through any available posts and they will remain accessible for as long as the school has
determined. They will generally display with the most recently dated post at the top however, posts set
as ‘Priority’ by the school will show first regardless of the date.

Child Information - You will see each child you have at the school listed and clickable items that give you
further details i.e clicking 'View Academic Reports’ will take you to your child's available reports

Menu options - Across the top of the screen you will see a series of icons that open up menus for
additional information you may require to access from time to time i.e. access to placing a canteen order,
access to viewing upcoming event information etc.



Parent Portal via Web

How to Access Compass
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari

ete).
Every family receives a separate login to our school's Compass site. This login information is provided to

you by the school.
If you need assistance locating the Compass site link for our school, go to:

You will then be able to search for our school and access the link.
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