
 

Bethal Primary School 

ENGLISH POLICY 

 
In this policy, the following definitions are applied: 

English:  refers to the learning area 

Language: refers to knowing about the English language 

Literacy: refers to the knowledge and skills 

Literature: refers to understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literature/texts 

 

PURPOSE 

Active and effective participation in Australian society depends on the ability to speak, listen, read, view and 

write with confidence, purpose and enjoyment. The study of English enables individuals to analyse, 

understand, communicate and build relationships with others and the world around them. The study of English 

helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It 

helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. Students who are confident 

communicators are more likely to effectively interpret various forms of literature; they are also able to create 

and articulate compelling ideas and arguments in imaginative and critical ways. 

 

AIMS 

The purpose of the English program at Bethal Primary School aims to ensure that students: 

● learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on spoken, written and 

multimodal texts with accuracy, fluency and purpose 

● develop a capacity to discuss and analyse texts, and respond critically and creatively  

● appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its 

richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction 

with others, entertain, persuade and argue 

● understand that language varies according to context, purpose, audience and content 

● understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in 

combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

● understand how linguistic features used to construct different texts, and have the capacity 

to apply this knowledge to other curriculum areas. 

 

POLICY 

● Provide a minimum of 10 hours of literacy per week, incorporating Reading, Writing, Speaking 

and Listening and Library 

● All students at our school will study a sequential English curriculum based upon the content 

descriptors contained within the Victorian Curriculum. 

● All teachers will differentiate the curriculum to meet students learning needs, including providing 

intervention and extension programs where possible 



● Term and weekly planning to reflect all aspects of Bethal PS’s planning and curriculum documents 

(i.e.: Bethal’s Literacy Scope and Sequence) 

● English data to be analysed at a PLC and individual level, used to inform planning and 

differentiation 

● Student progress is monitored using formal and informal assessments according to the yearly 

‘Assessment and Reporting Schedule’ 

● Student progress across all modes of English will be reported at the end of each semester. 

● Teacher capacity is continuously developed through participation in evidence -based professional 

learning. 

● The English Leading teacher or appropriate staff member will coordinate English across the 

school and manage the English budget. 

 

In reading we will: 

● Share a wide range of books & materials which include oral, written & electronic texts 

● Read aloud to students regularly 

● Conduct regular student reading conferences where goals are set, discussed and recorded 

● Establish classroom libraries to support literacy teaching and learning 

● Monitor and support student engagement with home reading. To support this, classroom 

structures must include individual student reading logs, teacher monitoring of home reading and 

reading logs, and provision of a variety of high-quality reading materials. 

 

In writing we will: 

• Encourage children to use writing skills, ie. Handwriting, punctuation, spelling, grammar and 

editing across the curriculum 

• Provide children with different models of writing and model exemplar texts 

• Follow the Bethal Primary School spelling and vocabulary scope and sequence, located in the 

English at Bethal document, to provide children with a variety of spelling strategies 

• Encourage co-operative learning through sharing & responding to each other’s work 

• Use each child’s knowledge and achievements in language as the basis for planning ongoing 

programs 

• Allow children opportunities to create multimodal texts 

• Follow a Teaching and Learning Cycle to explicitly teach the text structure and linguistic features 

of common school genres over a term including narrative, persuasive, information and 

transactional. 

• Provide opportunities for students to write about their learning experiences following rich 

language experiences such as special class activities, incursions and excursions. 

• Provide specific and timely feedback to students during writing/learning conferences; and provide 

students with the language and skills to give and receive feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 



In Speaking and Listening we will: 

• Plan to incorporate a variety of opportunities to use language in different contexts through modelling 

and real-life experiences 

• Provide favourable conditions for language learning and development 

• Value and encourage children’s discussion before, during and after tasks 

• Use oral language as an integral part of literacy sessions 

• Provide resources and materials which support language learning 

 

Support provided to students at risk include: 

• Differentiated classroom curriculum 

• Small group literacy support – Grade 1 & 2 

• Individual speech / small group therapy sessions provided by onsite speech pathologist 

• Speld Literacy program – Grade 3-6  

 

MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES  

• Literacy toolkit 

• Victorian Curriculum English 

 

REVIEW CYCLE AND EVALUATION  

This policy was last updated on 31/5/2021 and is scheduled for review in 2025.  

  

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/english/english/curriculum/f-10

