Bethal Primary School

Newsletter

Month: April Issue: #3

Ph: 03 9309 7626
bethal.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Thursday 6th May Grade 1/2S Excursion to CERES
Thursday 6th May Special person Day stall

Friday 7th May Grade 5/ 6 Interschool sports
Monday 10th May Grades 3 /4 CERES Incursion

Thursday 13th May Grades 1 /2 Ecolink Incursion
Thursday 21st May Grade 3 /4 Excursion to Melbourne Zoo

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Friends,

Welcome back to Term 2. | hope you all had a relaxing holiday and
enjoyed having the children at home on holidays rather than learning
remotely this time. I'm sure the students have come back eager to do
lots of learning. This will be a very exciting term with lots happening.

i,

This will be the last paper copy of the newsletter. All future newsletters will be online on the
school website and on Compass. Please ensure you catch up on the latest news by reading the
online newsletter.

STAFFING

Ms Bryan has been appointed acting Principal of Kingsbury Primary for this term. We hope Ms
Bryan enjoys her time at the school. Mr Hunt and Ms Katsonis will be sharing the acting


https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/event/grade-1-2s-excursion-to-ceres/
https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/event/grade-3-4-excursion-to-melbourne-zoo/

Assistant Principal role this term. Ms Micallef will be the acting Leading Teacher for this term.
Congratulations to these teachers. We welcome Ms Kanoun who will be grade sharing 2MK with
Ms Micallef. Ms Selamet will be in 5/ 6S for the majority of the week.

RAMADAN

A number of our community members are observing Ramadan, with some of our students
abstaining from food and drink during daylight hours. It is during this time that we respectfully
ask families and staff to support one another by engaging in conversation should any students
find this challenging. This could include actions such as encouraging students to reduce high
physical activities throughout the day, having an appropriate night’s sleep, as well as sharing
any concerns which are impacting the student. Staff may contact families to check if their
students are fasting so that they can best support them at school. Families are encouraged to
update the school or the classroom teacher to provide advice or guidance. Thank you for your
understanding.

SCHOOL TIMES

All children must be picked up by 3.45pm. School finishes at 3.30pm and children will be
supervised until 3.45. Teachers then have meetings to attend. As we are heading into the
colder weather, children should not be left out in the cold, waiting to be picked up after school.

NAPLAN

Students in grades 3 and 5 are going to be involved years 3 and 5 in the National Assessment
Program in Literacy and Numeracy in May. This will provide the school and parents with data
about student achievement at a point in time. Teachers can then use this information along with
other forms of assessment to plan for improvement in student achievement.

As students will be completing NAPLAN online this year, it will be completed within a two week
period from May 11" to May 215,

YEAR 6 -7 TRANSITION

It is that time of the year where year 6 students and their parents need to choose a secondary
school. | encourage you to take the opportunity to visit schools and attend information sessions
at the secondary schools to make an informed decision and choose the school that suits your
child. Year 6 students will be receiving transition forms to complete in the next week. Families
will be able to use the ‘Find My School’ department website to find the local school for their
children. This is the school which your child is designated to attend according to your home
address. There is a new school opening up, Greenvale Secondary College, which some
students will be designated to attend. Some schools have an enrolment ceiling and won’t enrol
students from outside the area.

ENROLMENTS 2022



We are now taking enrolments for 2022. Parents will need to bring along a birth certificate or
passport as well as immunisation records to the office to enrol at the school. If you wish to enrol
a child for Foundation (Prep), they must turn five before April 30", 2022.

If you would like a tour of the school, please call the school.
KINDERGARTEN

There will be building works at the kindergarten beginning in May. This is so that the kinder can
cater for three year old groups. For enrolments for 2022 please see the kindergarten staff or the
enrolment officer at the Hume Council offices. You need to choose Bethal Kindergarten as your
1 preference.

Mrs T. DeMercurio

Principal
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Mrs T. DeMercurio

Principal



ONLINE NEWSLETTERS

Our newsletters are going ONLINE!

From next month onwards, we will not be printing newsletters. Families could
access them via our website. A Compass message will be sent to inform you when
our next newsletter is available.

We encourage families to regularly check our school website for the latest
updates.

https://bethalps.vic.edu.au

Congratulations to our newly elected Junior School Council for 2021: Khloe 56S,
Ali 56T, Patty 56S, Hamza 56P, Aderian 56F, Assil 34K, Jahzalle 34W,
Ayyan 34V, and Lily 34M.These students will be involved in organising
fundraising activities for the school, as well as helping to make decisions about our
school.

The JSC had a successful first meeting on Thursday 22nd April. There mission:

As Junior School Council 2021 we will be the voice of our peers. We want to do our
best to make Bethal Primary School a better place for all. We will work our hardest
and come up with ideas.

gl

’. |

N
//mfll


https://bethalps.vic.edu.au/

Harmony Week
Students at Bethal had a great time celebrating Harmony Week.
Thanks to Banksia Gardens for organising the cultural sweet stall and craft
., activity!

Foundation students had a Teddy Bears Picnic at the end of last term to celebrate
students’ learning of the letters and sounds that they have been learning so far
this year.




Walk to Coolaroo Train Station
As part of their inquiry unit ‘Someone Else’s Shoes’ , students in grade 3/4 walked
to Coolaroo train station to have a look at the facilities for those with disabilities.

Cross Country
Congratulations to the students who participated in Cross Country at the end of

Term 1. Well done!




EVERY DAY COUNTS

EVERY DAY COUNTS

PRIMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day — missing school puts them behind.

) School helps your child leam
N + new things

m * how to get along with others.
Children who attend school every day and
finish year 12 have better
= health

» jobs.

Being at school allows your child to keep up with their learning, connect with their
friends and form positive coping and wellbeing strategies.

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the skills that will set
them up for success in the later years of school.

There is no safe humber of days for missing school — each day a student misses
puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.

If your child is absent, please let the office know by calling, coming into the school
or recording the absence on Compass.

Thank you, Elisha Katsonis

Acting Assistant Principal
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Book Club orders are due by Thursday 6th May, No late orders will be taken

Will be held on Thursday 6th May, If children would like to purchase a present for
their mum, carer or grandparent for Mothers Day. Pricing from $1 to $6.
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SUSTAINABILITY

Bethal Primary School is very excited to announce that we have achieved our FIRST
STAR for our Core Module as part of our involvement in the ResourceSmart Schools
program run by Sustainability Victoria. Thank you to all the students, staff, parents
and members of the school community who have helped us achieve this important
milestone. We are currently working towards achieving our next star for the
Biodiversity Module. Keep up to date with all the latest Sustainability news on our
school website under the ‘Sustainability’ tab.



The Compass School Manager App

You can use the Compass app to action tasks. The app is available to download for free from the Apple
App Store or the Google Play store.

Once installed and opened for the first time, you will be prompted to choose which school your child
attends.

After selecting the school, you will be required to enter your login details which are the same details you
use to login to your Compass parent portal.

e Each of your children who attend the school.
You can click their image to go to their profiles. : ‘

e The option to add an attendance note <y LA A
Stephen Euan

e Any items requiring your action (alerts) at the top
of the screen.

&
e The newsfeed which you can scroll down
through to read.

e A link to the main menu (three little stripes in top
left corner

. Parent Teacher Interviews
-r
Dear Parents and Carers,

Just a reminder that appointment bookings are
currently open for Parent Teacher/Student intery..

{1\, Grade 5 Ned Kelly School Camp!

37



The Home Page

When logged in, you will be on the Home page. Here you will see different sections of key information.

3 MrsSable BROOKS {3F

Welcome to the Magic P-12 College
Portal

Use the links listed for each of your children to explore the portal.
Please keep your mobile phone number and email address up to date
(Tools > Update My Details). The school will use this to contact you
regarding attendance, events, news and more.

0] Compass

My News

Humsrieamn)

Child Information
Stephen CORNFOOT

g Prafile {Attendance, Schedule, Reports)
] Send email to Stephen's teachers

+ Add Attendance Mote (Approved Absence/Late)

Order your MSP school photos Alerts for Action

Click here to place your order today!
photography

Course Confirmation/School Payments
Course confirmation and/or school payments available for completion.
Click here to proceed

Payments
There may be payments awaiting your action.

i ' You can now order your MSP school photo packs through your Compass portal.

Click here for more information
]"‘ View Academic Reports
Event Consent/Payment Reguired

There is 1 event awaiting your consent and/or payment.
Click here for more information

Newsletter
Please find attached our March Newsletter
Mar 2nd by Liz Larson

Euan ABERCROMBIE
g Profile {Attendance, Schedule) Nesiarimc Posts
4 Send email to Euan's teachers
School Jumper Orders

This year, we are taking uniform orders through CompassTix.
Click here to order your school jumpers!

Feb 3rd by Eliza Elderflower

+ Add Attendance Note (Approved Absence/Late)

a'.’- Book Parent Student Teacher Conference

Alerts - These are clickable notifications of items that require your action.

Newsfeed - These are posts made by the school to communicate school information to you. You can
scroll through any available posts and they will remain accessible for as long as the school has
determined. They will generally display with the most recently dated post at the top however, posts set
as ‘Priority’ by the school will show first regardless of the date.

Child Information - You will see each child you have at the school listed and clickable items that give you
further details i.e clicking 'View Academic Reports’ will take you to your child's available reports

Menu options - Across the top of the screen you will see a series of icons that open up menus for
additional information you may require to access from time to time i.e. access to placing a canteen order,
access to viewing upcoming event information etc.



Parent Portal via Web

How to Access Compass
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari

ete).
Every family receives a separate login to our school's Compass site. This login information is provided to

you by the school.
If you need assistance locating the Compass site link for our school, go to:

You will then be able to search for our school and access the link.



THURSDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

BREAKFAST CLUB
8:15-8:45a.m

B
EREAEFRIT
®

HUB BUILDING

ENGLISH

CRAFT SEWING
9-10:30a.m
Learn basic sewing skills
($2 per class)

(doad JSI 5V 90 2) Apulsl) ALl <l g alas

HUB BUILDING
(childcare is available)
58 sie Juba¥) e

WOMENS WELLBEING
9-11am

Learn about wellness, meet others and

enjoy excursions!

B la Il aiaiol 5 agdle o yaty Gans g WY (L)

HUB BUILDING
(childcare is available)

5 e JUlY) Al

9-11a.m
Learn basic English skills and
conversation!

JLSH Zaladll s A Salasy) Al < jlea ple

HUB BUILDING

(childcare is available)
38 sie Juba¥) e

PLAYGROUP
9:30-11:30am
Storytime, music & fun activities!

Hagad i) AaiiY) g A gall | anadll 36)
Al cpa g2 Jaladl

HUB BUILDING

WOMENS FITNESS CLASS
11-12pm
Enjoy fitness classes with Suzan!

Al 2800
b inal) el e A8 gamiy e

533

HUB BUILDING

(childcare is available)
38 gia JukaY) dle

lh (i a\
s/

COMPUTER CLASS
11:30-1p.m
Learn basic Computer skills!

JismaSll g Balaally A Syl Al )l Al

HUB BUILDING

(childcare is available)
38 gla JalaY) dle

ENGLISH CLASS ONLINE
2-3p.m

Learn basic English skills and

conversation!

LS Ealaall 5 lasy) AR e ale

ONLINE ZOOM
(use phone, Ipad or laptop)

ENGLISH CLASS ONLINE
2-3p.m

JLSU Eislaall s ety ARl il jlga ale

ONLINE ZOOM
(use phone, Ipad or laptop)

Learn basic English skills and conversation!

Any queries please contact: Hub Leader: Nella or Playgroup Leader: Suzan

Ph: 9309 7626 ext. 213
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